History Articulation Committee Meeting
University of Northern British Columbia, Prince George

April 28, 2005

Present: Chair::  Anne Gagnon, (TRU); Secretary:  Marcel Dirk, (COTR)

Clarence Bolt, (Camosun College); Towser Jones, (Capilano College); George Davison, (College of New Caledonia); Niall Christie, (Corpus Christi College); Frank Leonard, (Douglas College); Tracey Kinney, (Kwantlen University College); Andrea Smith, (Langara College); Gordon Hak, (Malaspina University College); Edward Benoit, (Northern Lights College); Mia Reimers, (Northwest Community College); Duff Sutherland, (Selkirk College); Christopher Friedrichs, (UBC); Sylvie Murray, (UCFV); Jonathan Swainger, (UNBC); Patricia Roy (UVic)

Late: Jack Little, (SFU)

Regrets: Ben Nilson, Okanagan University College/UBCO (no report sent)
Absent:  British Columbia Open University; (report sent); North Island College, (report sent); Trinity Western University, (no report sent)
After lunch, the Chair called the meeting to order at 12:45 p.m.

1.
Welcoming Remarks


Welcoming remarks on behalf of the University of Northern British Columbia and offers of assistance for the BC Studies/BC Political Studies Association were expressed by Jonathan Swainger.


For the benefit of newcomers, introductions were made by all participants.

2.
Adoption of Agenda


The Chair asked that two items be added at the end of the Chair’s report:  Instructor Qualifications for Transferable Courses and Public/Private Articulation.


Agenda adopted (Jonathan Swainger/George Davison)

3.
Adoption of Previous Minutes

Patricia Roy noted a correction needed to be made to the spelling of a name on p. 1:  Gresko.


Several members of the committee noted a correction needed to be made to the spelling of a word on p. 8:  hour.

Frank Leonard asked to amend part of his institutional report on p. 3:  “Part of the parking garage....”


The minutes from the May 7, 2004 meeting were adopted. (Niall Christie/Jonathan Swainger)


Frank Leonard asked about the distribution of minutes.  He would like to see them circulated much earlier to enable him and other committee members to get reaction on issues arising from departmental colleagues.

4.
Chair’s Report

The Chair gave a report on the February 4, 2005 meeting of BCCAT Articulation Committee Chairs and Co-Chairs.



A.  She invited Towser Jones to speak to the matter of new/revised websites:  educationplanner.bc.ca, pas.bc.ca, and workfutures.bc.ca


Towser Jones explained her concerns about the first.  Using it, it was perfectly easy to find history degree programs, but problematic to locate specific history courses.  She believed students could probably track down this latter information, but felt it ignored offerings by institutions like hers.  She also expressed some doubts about the government’s expertise in putting together a fully comprehensive site.


Others on the Committee voiced similar concerns.



A copy of Devron Gaber’s response (Minutes Attachment #1) was provided as part of the meeting package.  The Chair noted Gaber had taken Tower Jones’s complaint seriously and seemed open to suggestions for improvement.


Further concerns by committee members about the site potentially diverting students from university colleges, about it being updated consistently and regularly, about it being accurate, about it being better suited for trades than for liberal arts, and about it being undertaken without input from historians were some of the further concerns expressed by other members of the committee.



Sylvie Murray, Patricia Roy, and Jonathan Swainger suggested linking the site to institutions’ (registrar and department) websites made eminent sense.  Jonathan Swainger also suggested individual institutions be made responsible for content and for posting updates in a timely fashion.


Passing comments were made about the pas.bc.ca and workfutures.bc.ca websites, but at the recommendation of the Chair, it was decided to concentrate the committee’s recommendation on educationplanner.bc.ca



It was suggested committee members get the name of the person(s) from their respective institutions responsible for providing information to educationplanner.bc.ca in order to correct information about history degree programs and courses and email this information, along with any problems, to the Chair.



MOTION:  After consultation with History Articulation Committee members regarding troublesome issues with educationplanner.bc.ca, the Chair will draft an appropriate response to Devron Gaber and circulate it on the History Articulation listserv. (Clarence Bolt/George Davison)


CARRIED unanimously.



B.  The Chair introduced the BCCAT Provincial “Transfer Friendly” Course Outline (Minute Attachment #2) and, in response to several questions, reiterated that the outline was not being mandated by BCCAT, but rather was being provided as an aid to ease and facilitate the process of articulation.  All articulation committees are looking at it.



C.  While copies circulated, the Chair summarized Joanne Heslop (SFU, Office of Analytical Studies), “Analysis of Applicants, Admissions and Registration of BC College Transfer Applicants to B.C. Universities 2001/20.” 


Sylvie Murray pointed out the difficulty of accounting for university colleges and several committee members noted this study’s findings are now out of date.



D.  The Chair referred committee members to Instructor Qualifications for Transferable Courses (Minute Attachment #3), reiterating it was a position statement, not a policy statement of BCCAT.


After being reminded of the history of this issue, a spirited discussion ensued.



Chris Friedrichs explained this matter was a sensitive point for two reasons:  first, UBC had concerns about the qualifications of the instructor(s) who design and initiate the course and second, about the qualifications of those teaching it later on.  He went on to relate these concerns to his institution’s own internal processes.



Clarence Bolt challenged this position.  He sees faculty evaluation as an internal matter, but he wishes UBC assumed colleges carry out this same sort of assessment.  Nevertheless, in the past, his institution has followed the articulation protocol for courses only to have UBC (and only UBC) ask for instructor qualifications.  He has found this assumption disconcerting.


Tracey Kinney provided a personal example where UBC questioned her credentials and the composition of a course she was teaching.



Other members of the committee chimed in on this matter, several pointing out the suitability of the paper’s position on instructor qualifications and re-invoking the principle of course assessment being done largely on the basis of course outlines.


Several members pointed out problems with library holdings being taken into account for course articulation, not the least of which was interlibrary loan rendering the consideration largely moot; though it was recognized even larger libraries have limited copies of in-demand books that can be shared province wide.



E.  From the minutes of the Chairs/Co-Chairs meeting, the Chair read the section relating to Public Private Articulation.



Questions were raised about this matter being more relevant to trades/technical institutions, but potential problems of students leaving the private system and transferring into the public were also recognized.


Calls for greater information were made and the Chair will seek it out and distribute it once obtained.

5.
Transfer Innovations Project Funding


The Chair put forward information on this grant. (Minute Attachment #4)

Committee members, believing that the articulation committee is serving the needs of this discipline well and realizing the limitations of small, one time funding to effectively pay for and maintain the changes needed to the educationplanner.bc.ca, declined to put forward any proposals at this time.

At this point, Frank Leonard interjected a question about the worthiness of BCCAT meetings.

The Chair and Co-Chair responded, admitting while a lot of information is received and then passed onto the other committee members, the meetings are valuable for setting the articulation process of history courses into the context of other disciplines and the larger issues confronting advanced education in British Columbia.

6.
Institutional Reports


Owing to a number of factors, not the least of which was the need to hold an abbreviated meeting in deference to the BC Studies/BCPSA, the practice of institutional reports being given orally was dispensed with at this meeting.

Instead, the Chair asked about the wisdom of collating the institutional information submitted via the eighteen point questionnaires, especially since it is not required by BCCAT.

Though it was pointed out the information was likely available elsewhere, many committee members expressed support for the collation and offered up many examples of its usefulness.


Chris Friedrichs proposed there be three types of reports:  1) an oral one that qualitatively summarizes the goings-on in each institution’s department; 2) an eighteen point survey questionnaire that quantitatively provides the numbers of each institution’s department; and 3) a collation of both to allow for both comparison and contrast of each institution’s department.


Consensus seemed to develop in favour of this proposal, though committee members asked that the oral reports summarizing departments’ main developments/plans, highlights/lowlights, or areas of interest/issues of concern be carefully timed by the chair (forty-five seconds to three minutes were suggested as limits, though none was agreed upon) and that written submissions to the listserv be in .rtf format or pasted into the body of the email to facilitate reading.

8.
Other Business


A.  The Chair reported the History Articulation Contact List (Spreadsheet Sheet #1) had been updated, asking committee members to check it for accuracy and, if possible, add a second contact person, who does not necessarily have to be the department chair, to the list.


B.  The Chair noted the impending retirement of Clarence Karr from Malaspina University College necessitates a replacement for the position of History Articulation listserv administrator.  He has admitted to her the task is not an onerous one.  With that reassurance, Niall Christie volunteered.  The Chair will send his name along so an orderly succession can take place.

C.  The Chair asked committee members for their thoughts about a History Articulation website.  Though a concern as to its advantage over the listserv was raised, many committee members spoke in favour of its creation, not the least of which were it serving as an archives for committee minutes and a central location for information redistribution.


Speaking in favour of the website led Tracy Kinney to volunteer to create it.

The Chair will check with BCCAT to see what support services it can offer and get back with that information to the new website ranger.
9.
Election of Officers


As per tradition, the Co-Chair succeeds to Chair.


After the hemming and hawing of candidates for the nomination of Co-Chair (yet another tradition), Chris Friedrichs agreed to let his name stand and was acclaimed to the position.


It was suggested the institutional affiliations of the outgoing chair, the incoming chair, and the incoming co-chair establishes a new tradition for the election of officers, that is, a pattern of candidates coming from a university college,  a college, and a university.
10.  Next Meeting


The Chair announced, after checking with TRU administration, it will be possible to hold the next History Articulation meeting in Kamloops.


Though some concern was voiced about breaking the tradition of alternating meeting sites between the Lower Mainland and the Heartland/Hinterland, it was eventually decided to accept this offer.


Concerns about the late April date of this meeting, explained by UNBC’s need to fit the conference in before the start of the spring semester, and the conflict of the first Friday in May with a scheduled Historica Heritage Fairs, it was decided to break with another tradition by scheduling the upcoming meeting for Monday, May 8, 2006.
11.  Thanks


The committee tendered its appreciation to Jonathan Swainger and UNBC for hosting the 2005 meeting.


A vote of thanks was extended to the outgoing Chair. (Patricia Roy/Frank Leonard)

Meeting adjourned at 4:14 p.m.

