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Vision Execution Fund

Terms of Reference

Inspiring Innovation and Creating Opportunity 
Within the Wilson School of Design

Purpose
The Chip and Shannon Wilson School of Design is committed to educating design leaders who can ethically transform diverse ideas through strategic design thinking, operate within a changing global context, innovate with current and cutting-edge technology, and foster strong connections with the design community both locally and globally.

To advance this goal, Chip and Shannon Wilson have committed $200,000 over the next 16 months (September 2014 through January 2016) to fund opportunities that will elevate the profile of the Wilson School of Design.  They would like to remove financial barriers and allow faculty and students to imagine projects that will have significant impact on members of the Wilson School of Design and design community; that will strike a chord, inspire, and extend understandings and design capacity; and will make the Wilson School of Design stand out as a leader in design education. These opportunities could include:
· Provocative and engaging events, guest speakers, symposiums
· Student or faculty-initiated activities that elevate current design practices
· Innovative design research and scholarship
· Activities focused on defining and increasing brand awareness
· Interdisciplinary initiatives that highlight the importance of design in solving real world problems
Applicants must demonstrate how their project will support the growth, excellence, and profile of the Wilson School of Design and align with its long-term vision of becoming a leader in design education and innovation.  Applicants must also show how the project will have a resounding effect on the students in the Wilson School of Design. In keeping with KPU’s industry-focused approach, applicants must also demonstrate the relevance of the project outcomes to the design industry.

This fund is open to applications from current students, faculty, staff, administration, and alumni from the Wilson School of Design. 

SUBMISSIONS

Three calls for applications will occur in 2015:

1. January 20, 2015

2. May 1st, 2015

3. September 30, 2015

Note:

· Applications submitted before the call or past the deadline will not be considered.
· In addition to the application form, applicants must include a detailed budget. 
· Application approval or rejection will be confirmed within three weeks of the submission deadline.
No more than $60,000.00 will be allocated to each call for applications.
A report on the project outcomes must be completed and submitted to the Dean of the Wilson School of Design within 20 days of the completion of the project.

**Note: Projects must be completed by January 2016. 

Selection committee
The Vision Execution Fund Advisory Committee, chaired by the Dean of the Wilson School of Design, will review the applications and determine the projects that best align with the criteria. 
The Vision Execution Fund Advisory Committee is made up of the following representatives of each department, or designated alternates:
· Dean, Wilson School of Design

· Director, Government Affairs & External Affairs

· Director, Office of Advancement

· AVP, Office of Research & Scholarship

· VP, Academic Office

Criteria for selection
This fund is open to applications from current students, faculty, staff, administration, and alumni from the Wilson School of Design. 

The Vision Execution Fund applications will be evaluated using the following criteria: 
· It elevates the profile of the Wilson School of Design

· It aligns with the Wilson School of Design’s long term vision to lead in design education and innovation
· It impacts both members of the Wilson School of Design, the design industry and community 
· It will have a resounding and long term impact on the students in the Wilson School of Design
· It aligns with the Wilson School of Design’s Academic Plan, KPU’s Academic Plan, and Vision 2018

· It will be completed by January 30, 2016
Special consideration will be given to projects which bridge multiple disciplines within the Wilson School of Design and/or with other disciplines within KPU.
The applications will not be considered if they are requests for:

· Ongoing funding

· Faculty time-release

· Capital equipment
· Projects where other funding is available
Application 
To download the application for the Vision Execution Fund, please click here.
International Support for Projects that require travel

· Information on the proposed destination, possible additional partnerships, and logistical support will be available from the Office of International Students and Scholars.

· Contact Ariana Arguello:

Ariana.Arguello@kpu.ca or 604-599-3041

contact information
Please email your application to:

Gail Emanuels
Dean’s Office, Wilson School of Design

gail.emanuels@kpu.ca
Subject Line: Vision Execution Fund – Title of Project – your name
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